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The First Sunday in Advent

Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 1-Year Lectionary
Evangelical Heritage Version®

First Lesson

Jeremiah 33:14-18
4“Listen, the days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will fulfill the good message I have
spoken concerning the house of Israel and concerning the house of Judah.

“In those days and at that time,

I will cause a righteous Branch to grow up from David’s line.

He will establish justice and righteousness on earth.

'“In those days Judah will be saved,

and Jerusalem will dwell securely.

This is what it will be called:

The LORD Our Righteousness.”

For this is what the LORD says: “David will never lack a man to sit on the throne of the house of
Israel. '®Neither will the priests (who are Levites) lack a man to stand before me to offer burnt
offerings, to burn grain offerings, and to offer sacrifices continually.”

Second Lesson

Romans 13:11-14

"And do this since you understand the present time. It is already the hour for you to wake up
from sleep, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. '“The night is almost
over, and the day is drawing near. So let us put away the deeds of darkness and put on the weapons
of light. "*Let us walk decently as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual sin
and wild living, not in strife and jealousy. "“Instead, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ,
and do not give any thought to satisfying the desires of your sinful flesh.

Gospel

Matthew 21:1-9
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two
disciples, *telling them, “Go to the village ahead of you. Immediately you will find a donkey tied
there along with her colt. Untie them and bring them to me. *If anyone says anything to you, you are
to say, ‘The Lord needs them,’” and he will send them at once.”
“This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:
>Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your King comes to you, humble, and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
The disciples went and did just as Jesus commanded them. "They brought the donkey and the
colt, laid their outer clothing on them, and he sat on it. ®A very large crowd spread their outer clothing
on the road. Others were cutting branches from the trees and spreading them out on the road. *The



crowds who went in front of him and those who followed kept shouting,
Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!
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The Second Sunday in Advent

Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 1-Year Lectionary
Evangelical Heritage Version®

First Lesson

Malachi 4:1-6

Look! The day is coming, burning like furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be
stubble. The day that is coming will set them on fire, says the LORD of Armies, a day which will not
leave behind a root or branch for them. *But for you who fear my name a sun of righteousness will
rise, and there will be healing in its wings. You will go out and jump around like calves from the
stall. *You will crush the wicked. They will surely be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day
which I make happen, says the LORD of Armies.

‘Remember the law of my servant Moses, which I commanded to him—statutes and
judgments—at Horeb over all Israel.

>Look! I am sending to you Elijah the prophet before the great and fearful day of the LORD
comes! “He will turn the heart of fathers to their children and the heart of children to their fathers.
Otherwise, I would come and strike the land with complete destruction.

Second Lesson

Romans 15:4-13

‘Indeed, whatever was written in the past was written for our instruction, so that, through patient
endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures, we would have hope. >’And may God, the source
of patient endurance and encouragement, grant that you agree with one another in accordance with
Christ Jesus, °so that with one mind, in one voice, you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

For this reason, accept one another as Christ also accepted you to the glory of God. ®For I am
saying that Christ became a servant of those who are circumcised for the sake of God’s truth, to
confirm the promises made to the patriarchs. “He also did this so that the Gentiles would glorify God
for his mercy, as it is written:

For this reason I will praise you among the Gentiles,
and I will sing to your name.

"And again it says:

Rejoice, you Gentiles, with his people.
"And again:
Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles,
and let all the peoples give him praise.
2And again Isaiah says:
There will be a Root of Jesse,
and he is the one who will rise up to rule the Gentiles;
on him the Gentiles will place their hope.



“Now may the God of hope fill you with complete joy and peace as you continue to believe, so
that you overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel

Luke 21:25-36

»“There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars. And on the earth nations will be in anguish, in
perplexity at the roaring of the sea and the surging waves, **people fainting from fear and expectation
of the things coming on the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. ’ And then they will
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. *But when these things begin to
happen, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is near.”

*He told them a parable. “Look at the fig tree and all the trees. *’As soon as they are sprouting
leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that summer is actually near. *'So also, when you see
these things happening, know that the kingdom of God is near. **Amen? I tell you: This generation
will not pass away until all these things happen. **Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words
will never pass away.

M“Watch yourselves or else your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and
the worries of this life, and that day may come on you suddenly. **For it will come like a trap on all
those who dwell on the face of the whole earth. **Stay alert all the time, praying that you may be able
to escape all these things that are going to happen and that you may be able to stand before the Son
of Man.”
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2 Usually, people say Amen at the end of a prayer. But Jesus used this Hebrew word at the beginning of a statement,
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The Third Sunday in Advent

Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 1-Year Lectionary
Evangelical Heritage Version®

First Lesson

Isaiah 35:1-6
The wilderness and the dry land will be glad.
The desert will rejoice and blossom like a rose.
’Tt will blossom abundantly,
and there will be great joy and singing.
Lebanon’s glory will be given to it,
it will be excellent like Carmel and Sharon.
They will see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

3Strengthen the weak hands,
and make feeble knees firm.
“Tell those who have a fearful heart,
“Be strong.
Do not be afraid.
Look! Your God will come with vengeance,
with God’s own retribution
he will come and save you.”

*Then the eyes of the blind will be opened,
and the ears of the deaf will be cleared.
%The lame will leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute will sing for joy.
Waters will flow in the wilderness,

and streams in the desert.

Second Lesson

1 Corinthians 1:26-31

*For example, consider your call, brothers. Not many of you were wise from a human point of
view, not many were powerful, and not many were born with high status. ’But God chose the foolish
things of the world to put to shame those who are wise. God chose the weak things of the world to
put to shame the things that are strong, »and God chose the lowly things of the world and the
despised things, and the things that are not, to do away with the things that are, *so that no one may
boast before God. **But because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us the wisdom from



God, namely, our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. *'God did this so that, just as it
is written, “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”

Gospel

Matthew 11:2-10

*While John was in prison, he heard about the things Christ was doing. He sent two of his
disciples *to ask him, “Are you the Coming One or should we wait for someone else?”

‘Jesus answered them, “Go, report to John what you hear and see: *The blind receive sight, the
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel is
preached to the poor. °Blessed is the one who does not take offense at me.”

’As these two were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the crowds about John. “What did you go out
into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? *What did you go out to see? A man dressed
in soft clothing? No, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’ houses. °So what did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you! And he is much more than a prophet. °This is the one about whom
it is written, ‘Look, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before

1)

you.
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The Fourth Sunday in Advent

Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal 1-Year Lectionary
Evangelical Heritage Version®

First Lesson

Isaiah 12:1-6
In that day you will say,
“I will give thanks to you, LORD,
for though you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away,
and you comfort me.”
*Surely God is my salvation.
I will trust and will not be afraid;
for the LORD Yahweh is my strength and song,
and he has become my salvation.”
’Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.
“In that day you will say:
“Give thanks to the LORD! Proclaim his name
Declare his deeds among the peoples.
Proclaim that his name 1s exalted!
>Sing to the LORD, for he has done amazing things!
Let this be known in all the earth!
®Shout aloud and sing for joy, daughter of Zion,
for the Holy One of Israel is great among you!”

Second Lesson
Philippians 4:4-7

‘Rejoice in the Lord always! I will say it again: Rejoice! °Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. °Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition,
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God. ’And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Gospel

Luke 1:46-55
“Then Mary said,
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
“"and my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior,
“because he has looked with favor on the humble state of his servant.
Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed,
“because the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name.



*"His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation.

'He has shown strength with his arm.

He has scattered those who were proud in the thoughts of their hearts.

*?He has brought down rulers from their thrones.

He has lifted up the lowly.

>*He has filled the hungry with good things, but the rich he has sent away empty.
**He has come to the aid of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy,

>>as he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.
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