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First Lesson

1 Samuel 1:21-28

*'When this man Elkanah and his entire household went up to offer the annual sacrifice to the
LORD and to fulfill his vow, *Hannah did not go up with them, because she said to her husband,
“Not until the child is weaned. Then I will bring him, so that he can appear before the LORD and
remain there permanently.”

»Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Do whatever you think is best. Wait until you have weaned
him. Yes, then the LORD will establish his word.”

So the woman stayed at home, and she nursed her son until she was ready to wean him. **When
she had weaned him, she took him up with her. She also took a three-year-old bull, twenty-five
pounds of flour, and a container of wine, and she brought him to the House of the LORD in Shiloh.
The boy was with them. And they brought him before the LORD, and his father killed the sacrifice

as he regularly did before the LORD, and he brought, the boy. ®When they had killed the bull, they
presented the child to Eli. **She said, “Excuse me, my lord. As your soul lives, my lord, I am the
woman who stood here next to you, praying to the LORD. *’I prayed for this child, and the LORD has
granted me what I asked for. **So now I have also dedicated him to the LORD. As long as he lives,
he is dedicated to the LORD.” So he worshipped the LORD there.

Second Lesson

Hebrews 2:14-18

“Therefore, since the children share flesh and blood, he also shared the same flesh and blood, so
that through death he could destroy the one who had the power of death (that is, the Devil) “and
free those who were held in slavery all their lives by the fear of death. '“For surely he was not
concerned with helping angels but with helping Abraham’s offspring. '"For this reason, he had to
become like his brothers in every way, in order that he would be a merciful and faithful high priest
in the things pertaining to God, so that he could pay for the sins of the people. '*Indeed, because he
suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.

Gospel

Luke 2:22-40

**When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord. *(As it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn
male will be called holy to the Lord.”) **And they came to offer a sacrifice according to what was
said in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”



*Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. This man was righteous and
devout, waiting for the comfort of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. **It had been revealed to
him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. “’Moved by
the Spirit he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him
what was customary according to the law, **Simeon took him into his arms and praised God. He
said,

*Lord, you now dismiss your servant in peace, according to your word,

*because my eyes have seen your salvation,

S'which you have prepared before the face of all people,

3a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.

3Joseph and the child’s mother were amazed at the things that were spoken about him. **Then
Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Listen carefully, this child is appointed for the
falling and rising of many in Israel and for a sign that is spoken against, *’so that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Anna, a prophetess, was there. She was a daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was
very old. She had lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, *’and then she was a
widow of eighty-four years. She did not leave the temple complex, since she was worshipping with
fasting and prayers night and day. **Standing nearby at that very hour, she gave thanks to the Lord.
She kept speaking about the child to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.

*When they had accomplished everything according to the law of the Lord, they returned to
Galilee, to their own town, Nazareth. ““The child grew and became strong. He was filled with
wisdom, and God’s favor was on him.
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